Growth factor receptors: implications in tumor biology.
Growth factors are signaling molecules which bind to cell surface receptors and mediate a myriad of intracellular functions. Growth factor signaling is vital for growth and differentiation of cells under normal physiological conditions. However, aberrant signaling of these molecules via their receptors enables the cells to acquire abnormal characteristics most commonly observed in tumor cells. Tumor biology studies have revealed a central role for growth factor receptors in tumor progression. This review discusses the involvement of growth factor receptors in solid tumor formation and their value as potential anticancer drug targets.